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Preface

Since 1969, Unesco has participated in school furnliture projects in more

‘. ' than fifteen countries, including aAlgeria, Cuba, Iraq, Iran, $ri Lanka,
Swaziland and Tunisia. In response to requests from these countries,
Unesco has provided technical assistance and advice on various aspects of
the furnishing of educational establishments of all kinds.

The purpese of these Unesco-assisted projects was to develop designg
and estaklish standards for furniture appropriate to present-day edu-
cational systems and teaching conditions. Educational authorities in many
countries are becoming increasingly aware of the key role that school
furniture can play in the achievement of educaticnal objectives. It is
evident that 'traditional’ school furniture, designed for conditions that
no longer exist, has become out-dated. For instance, the introduction of
teaching in small groups in primary schools requirés that individual
chairs and small tables replace the heavy and inflexible desk-bench units

B - which have been standard eguipment for nearly a ¢entury. Again, the large
increase in the number of students has completely changed the scale of
] ol . - furniture reguirements.

tnother aspect of the projects referred to above was the desirability
of designing schoel furniture so that it could be manufactured in the
countries concerned, using lecal materials, labour, and managerial and

i technical resources.
The, reductlion of costs was also an important cbjective.

‘Experlence gained from these projects revealed that the design, manu-
facture’and supply of school furniture poses a series of interrelated
problems: functional, aesthetic, industrial, technical, economic,

,;3_ , ) financial and administrative. Furthermore, the solution of these problems
calls for an interdisciplinary approach invelving administrators, edu-
cators, architects, furniture designers, manufactﬁrers, and cothers
directly or indirectly concerned.

In the course of the Unesco-assisted projects in various countries,
néarly all these problems were encountered (though not necessarily all
of them in every project) and they had to be faced and solved. This led
to the identification of a limited number of general principles which
need to be studied in order to prepare the ground for any school furni-
ture project at the natiocnal level.

In order to enable this valuable experience to be shared, Unesco under-
took to initlate a study for the purpose of preparing a practical manual
dealing with all the important issues and problems liable to be encoun-—
tered in the course of a school furniture project.

. L The Swedish International Development Authority (SIDA), which had been
PU§UShedin 1979 by the a partner of Unesco in many of the national projecte in question, offered
Ul?lteq i 19 Educational, ) to finance this study and the publication of the manual.
Scientific and Cultural Organization
7, .Place de Fontenoy, 75700 Paris
Printed by Imprimerie de la Manutentjon, Mayenne

ISBN 92-3-101554-0

The resuit was this school furniture handbook, which 1s intended pri-
marily to serve as a practical gulde and a source of information for
people involved in any stage of school furniture planning and development:

© Unesco 1979 ) ’ Educational administrators responsible for the planning and imple-
Printed in France . . : ) menting of schoel furniture supplies.

Educators who develop teaching methods the application of which
requlres a certain physical environment in scheocl spaces.
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